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LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology 4411: Problems and Issues in Theory

Winter 2008: Wednesdays 8:30-11:30

Course Coordinator:



  Dr. Sharon-dale Stone, RB2038






Tel: 343-8530; Email: sdstone@lakeheadu.ca

Co-instructors:
Dr. Pamela Wakewich (pam.wakewich@lakeheadu.ca);

Dr. Gary Genosko (genosko@lakeheadu.ca);

Dr. Sharon-dale Stone (sdstone@lakeheadu.ca); 

Dr. Chris Southcott (csouthco@lakeheadu.ca).

This course is designed to explore the theoretical foundations of research by introducing students to theoretical issues currently being considered by some faculty in the Department of Sociology. The course is divided into 4 sections, with each section taught by a different professor, to cover problems and issues related to: theorizing gender, body, and sexuality; the life and work of Félix Guattari; using Foucault to theorize disability; and social change with a focus on the impact of globalization in the circumpolar world.

Readings

Available in the LU bookstore:

G. Genosko (ed.). The Guattari Reader, Oxford: Blackwell, 1996.

G. Genosko. The Party without Bosses: Lessons on Anti-Capitalism from Lula da Silva and Félix Guattari, Winnipeg: Arbeiter Ring, 2003.

Additional readings are available on the internet or on reserve at the library. Those indicated with a * can be downloaded from the Library’s Electronic Journals webpage: http://atoz.ebsco.com/home.asp?Id=1790

Evaluation

Written assignments: 85% (see below)

Class participation:    15%

Students will be expected to complete one written assignment for each section of the course, to be marked by the professor who teaches the section. Additional details will be given in class.

Section 1 (Dr. Wakewich)
20%

Section 2 (Dr. Genosko)
25%

Section 3 (Dr. Stone)

15%

Section 4 (Dr. Southcott)
25%

Schedule of Weekly Topics and Readings

Section 1 - Dr. Pamela Wakewich: Theorizing Gender, Body and Sexuality

This section of the course will focus on contemporary debates on theorizing gender in relation to other subject positions, linking the body and embodiment to social theory, and queer theory.

January 9 - Theorizing ‘Gender’

Andersen, Margaret L. (2005) "Thinking About Women: A Quarter Century's View." Gender & Society 19 (4):437-455. *pdf

Connell, RW. (2005) “Understanding Men. Gender Sociology and the New International Research on Masculinities.” In L. Biggs and P. Downe, eds. Gendered Intersections. Toronto: Fernwood Press, pp. 133-137.

January 16 - Theorizing ‘The Body’
Howson, Alexandra (2004) The Body in Society: An Introduction. Ch1: “The Body in Everyday Life”, pp. 14-38.

Shilling, Chris (2005) “The Body and Physical Capital.” In The Body and Social Theory. London: Sage, pp. 111-130.

January 23 - Theorizing ‘Sexuality’
Gamson, Joshua and Dawne Moon, (2004) “The Sociology of Sexualities: Queer and Beyond,” Annual Review of Sociology, 30:47-64. Found at http://arjournals.annualreviews.org/toc/soc/30/1
Lorber, Judith (2000) "Using Gender to Undo Gender: A Feminist Degendering Movement." Feminist Theory 1(April):79-95. *pdf

Evaluation

20% written assignment (details in class)

5% class participation

Section 2 - Dr. G. Genosko, Four Classes on The Life and Work of Félix Guattari

January 30: Intellectual/Activist

‘Introduction’, The Guattari Reader (GR), pp. 1-34.

‘Part III’, GR, pp. 121-38

February 6: Anti-Psychiatry and Other Social Struggles

‘Part I’, GR, pp. 37-60; 69-73

‘Part V’, GR, pp. 185-230

February 13: Lessons on Anti-Capitalism and the Birth of the Anti-Globalism Movement
‘Part VI’, GR, pp. 233-72

Party without Bosses

February 27: Tools for Transversality

‘Part IV’, GR, pp. 141-57; 172-81

‘Part I’, GR, pp. 60-68 

‘Part II’, GR, pp. 95-108

Assignment

On the basis of all the material you have read, and with special attention to the topics we have studied, craft an entry on Guattari that would be appropriate for an encyclopedia of social and political thought. This assignment is about careful writing and thinking, compactness, clarity, and brevity. Like all encyclopedia entries, there are strict word limits imposed on contributors. In this case, you will need to produce a short version – 500 words - and a long version of 1500 words. Value: 25%

Section 3- Dr. Sharon-dale Stone: Theorizing Disabled Identity 

This section draws on the thought of Michel Foucault and how his work can be used to understand the ways in which disability appears in contemporary culture. We will introduce and examine issues including: the production of disability and the creation of the disabled subject; contemporary practices of discipline; and the emergence of a disability culture.

March 5: Foucault’s Relevance to Disability Studies

Shelley Tremain, ‘Foucault, Governmentality, and Critical Disability Theory: An Introduction’ (pp 1-12 only) in Tremain (ed.), Foucault and the Government of Disability (University of Michigan Press, 2005). *pdf

Martin Sullivan, ‘Subjected Bodies: Paraplegia, Rehabilitation, and the Politics of Movement,” pp 27-44 in Tremain (ed.), Foucault and the Government of Disability
Claudia Malacrida, ’ Discipline and dehumanization in a total institution: institutional survivors’ descriptions of Time-Out Rooms application of Foucault – Time Out Rooms.’ Disability & Society 20 (5): 523–537. August 2005. *pdf

March 12: Foucault and Disabled Identity

Janet Price & Margrit Shildrick. "Uncertain Thoughts on the Dis/abled Body." in Margrit Shildrick & Janet Price (eds.). Vital Signs: Feminist Reconfigurations of the Biological Body (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1998). Pp. 224-249.

Shelley Tremain. "On the Government of Disability." Social Theory and Practice 27 (4): 617-636. October 2001.

Evaluation

15% written assignment (details TBA)

10% class participation

Section 4- Dr. Chris Southcott: Sociology, Social Change, Globalization, and the Circumpolar World

This section of the course will attempt to examine the impact of globalization on a particular type of society – communities of the circumpolar world. It will evaluate the ability of contemporary sociological theoretical and conceptual frameworks to understand the forces of change in these types of communities. 

Since the 1980s we are have an increasing hesitancy of sociology to develop “meta-narratives” of social change. At the same time we have seen the development of a variety of new theoretical concepts to describe new emerging types of societies. Post-industrialism, post-modernism, high modernity, post-Fordism, and information society are terms we cannot escape in recent sociological literature. One of the most popular terms is globalization. This section of the course will attempt to introduce both the reasons for the hesitancy of some sociologists to deal with the concept of social change, and examine in detail the concept of globalization as it applies to the circumpolar world.

March 19 Contemporary Sociology, Social Change and Globalization

Giddens, Anthony. Runaway world: how globalization is reshaping our lives. New York: Routledge, 2000. Found at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/events/reith_99/default.htm
March 26 Introduction to the Circumpolar World

Young, Oran and Einarsson, Niels. “Chapter 1 Introduction: Human Development Report” in The Arctic Human Development Report, 2004. Found at http://www.thearctic.is/AHDR%20chapters.htm

April 2: Globalization, Social Change, and the Circumpolar World

Csonka, Yvon, and Schweitzer, Peter. “Chapter 3: Societies and Cultures: Change and Persistence”. in The Arctic Human Development Report, 2004. Found at http://www.thearctic.is/AHDR%20chapters
Evaluation TBA

